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Genesis Breyer P-Orridge, aka Genesis P-Orridge, and Lady Jaye Breyer
P-Orridge were the driving forces behind the groundbreaking industrial
music group Throbbing Gristle and the multimedia art collective Thee Third
Mind ov. Their work, spanning over four decades, has consistently
challenged societal norms, explored the boundaries of identity and gender,
and delved into the realms of the occult and esotericism.

This article delves into the enigmatic world of Genesis Breyer Orridge and
Thee Third Mind ov, examining their groundbreaking art, concepts, and
influence on identity, gender, and creativity.

The Early Years: Throbbing Gristle and Industrial Music
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Genesis Breyer P-Orridge and Cosey Fanni Tutti formed Throbbing Gristle
in 1975, along with Peter Christopherson and Chris Carter. The band's raw
and abrasive industrial music, characterized by distorted electronics,
experimental sound manipulation, and transgressive lyrics, became a
cornerstone of the burgeoning industrial music scene.

Throbbing Gristle's performances were equally confrontational, often
featuring extreme body modification, ritualistic elements, and a rejection of
traditional musical conventions. Their music and art challenged societal
taboos, exploring themes of sexuality, violence, and the occult.

Thee Third Mind ov: Performance Art and Identity

In the late 1970s, Genesis Breyer P-Orridge and Lady Jaye Breyer P-
Orridge founded Thee Third Mind ov, a multimedia art collective that further
expanded their exploration of identity and gender.

Thee Third Mind ov's performances were highly ritualistic, incorporating
elements of body modification, occultism, and the surreal. Genesis and
Lady Jaye's own bodies became the canvas for their art, as they underwent
extensive body modifications in an attempt to transcend the limitations of
traditional gender roles.

One of Thee Third Mind ov's most famous performances was the
"Prostitution" exhibition in 1976, where Genesis and Lady Jaye offered their
bodies for sale in a gallery setting. This controversial performance
challenged the commodification of the body and the boundaries of art and
society.

Pandrogeny and Identity Fluidity



Central to Genesis Breyer Orridge and Thee Third Mind ov's work is the
concept of pandrogeny, a term they coined to describe a state of gender
fluidity and the transcendence of traditional gender roles.

Genesis and Lady Jaye believed that the traditional male/female binary
was limiting and artificial. They embraced the idea of a third gender,
beyond the confines of conventional definitions, and sought to embody this
concept through their own lives and art.

Their "Pandrogyne Project," begun in the 1990s, saw Genesis and Lady
Jaye undergo extensive plastic surgery to resemble each other, physically
manifesting their shared identity as a single pandrogyne being.

Occultism and Esotericism

Genesis Breyer Orridge and Thee Third Mind ov were deeply influenced by
occultism and esotericism. Their work often drew inspiration from ancient
myths, alchemical traditions, and the writings of mystics and philosophers.

Genesis believed that art had the potential to be a transformative force,
capable of unlocking hidden knowledge and connecting individuals with the
divine. Their performances and installations incorporated ritualistic
elements, symbols, and incantations, blurring the lines between art and
spirituality.

Influence and Legacy

The work of Genesis Breyer Orridge and Thee Third Mind ov has had a
profound influence on contemporary art, music, and culture.



Their radical approach to identity and gender has inspired a new
generation of artists and activists, challenging traditional notions of
sexuality, gender, and the body.

Their industrial music legacy continues to resonate, influencing countless
bands and musicians who have embraced the genre's confrontational and
experimental spirit.

The Apocryphal Scriptures

Genesis Breyer Orridge and Lady Jaye Breyer P-Orridge's written work,
often referred to as the "Apocryphal Scriptures," is an extensive collection
of texts, manifestos, and personal reflections that further illuminates their
unique worldview.

These writings explore the themes of pandrogeny, occultism, and the
transformative power of art. They offer a glimpse into the minds of two of
the most influential and groundbreaking artists of the 20th century.

Genesis Breyer Orridge and Thee Third Mind ov have left an indelible mark
on the worlds of art, music, and culture. Their groundbreaking work has
challenged societal norms, explored the boundaries of identity and gender,
and opened up new possibilities for artistic expression.

Their "Apocryphal Scriptures" serve as a testament to their radical vision
and continue to inspire artists and thinkers around the world.
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