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Causal inference is the process of determining the cause-and-effect
relationship between two or more variables. This is a fundamental concept
in science and has applications in a wide variety of fields, including
medicine, economics, and social science.

Observational studies

Observational studies are studies in which the researcher does not
manipulate the independent variable. Instead, the researcher observes the
natural variation in the independent variable and measures the effect on
the dependent variable.

Observational studies can be used to identify potential causal relationships,
but they cannot prove causation. This is because there may be other
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factors that are causing the observed relationship between the independent
and dependent variables.

For example, a researcher might observe that people who eat a lot of fruits
and vegetables tend to have lower rates of heart disease. However, this
does not prove that eating fruits and vegetables causes lower rates of heart
disease. It is possible that there is another factor, such as exercise or
genetics, that is causing both the high intake of fruits and vegetables and
the low rates of heart disease.

Experimental studies

Experimental studies are studies in which the researcher manipulates the
independent variable to see how it affects the dependent variable. This
allows the researcher to control for other factors that might be confounding
the relationship between the independent and dependent variables.

Experimental studies can provide strong evidence for causation, but they
are not always possible to conduct. In some cases, it may be unethical or
impractical to manipulate the independent variable.

For example, a researcher might want to study the effects of smoking on
lung cancer. However, it would be unethical to randomly assign people to
smoke or not smoke. Instead, the researcher would have to rely on
observational studies to identify potential causal relationships.

Causal inference methods

There are a variety of statistical methods that can be used to infer
causation. These methods can be used to analyze both observational and
experimental data.



Some of the most common causal inference methods include:

= Regression analysis

= Propensity score matching

= |nstrumental variables

= Difference-in-differences

The choice of which causal inference method to use depends on the

specific research question and the available data.

Causal inference is a fundamental concept in science. It allows researchers

to determine the cause-and-effect relationships between variables and to

make informed decisions about how to intervene in the world.

There are a variety of causal inference methods that can be used to

analyze both observational and experimental data. The choice of which

method to use depends on the specific research question and the available

data.
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