
Ethics For Behavior Analysts: A
Comprehensive Guide by Kristin Briney
Ethics are essential for behavior analysts to ensure the well-being of their
clients and maintain the integrity of the profession. This comprehensive
guide by Kristin Briney explores the ethical guidelines, code of ethics, and
ethical decision-making process for behavior analysts.
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Ethical Guidelines

The Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) has developed a set of
ethical guidelines for behavior analysts. These guidelines are based on the
principles of beneficence, nonmaleficence, justice, and autonomy.
Beneficence refers to the obligation to do good and prevent harm.
Nonmaleficence refers to the obligation to avoid ng harm. Justice refers to
the obligation to treat people fairly and equitably. Autonomy refers to the
right of individuals to make their own decisions about their own lives.

The BACB ethical guidelines cover a wide range of topics, including:
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Informed consent

Confidentiality

Objectivity

Conflict of interest

Supervision

Continuing education

Code of Ethics

The BACB has also developed a code of ethics for behavior analysts. The
code of ethics is a more detailed set of rules that behavior analysts must
follow. The code of ethics covers the same topics as the ethical guidelines,
but it also includes additional provisions on topics such as:

Ethical dilemmas

Adjudication

Ethics committee

Ethical Decision-Making

Behavior analysts must use an ethical decision-making process when
making decisions about their clients. The ethical decision-making process
involves:

Identifying the ethical issues involved

Considering the ethical guidelines and code of ethics

Weighing the potential benefits and harms of each decision



Making a decision that is in the best interests of the client

Ethical Dilemmas

Behavior analysts may face ethical dilemmas in their work. Ethical
dilemmas are situations in which there is no clear right or wrong answer.
When faced with an ethical dilemma, behavior analysts should:

Seek consultation from colleagues or supervisors

Review the ethical guidelines and code of ethics

Consider the potential benefits and harms of each decision

Make a decision that is in the best interests of the client

Adjudication

The BACB has an adjudication process for investigating and resolving
complaints of ethical misconduct. The adjudication process is designed to
protect the public and ensure the integrity of the profession.

If you have a complaint about the ethical conduct of a behavior analyst, you
can file a complaint with the BACB. The BACB will investigate the
complaint and determine if there is sufficient evidence to proceed with an
adjudication. If there is sufficient evidence, the BACB will hold an
adjudication hearing. The adjudication hearing will be presided over by a
panel of three behavior analysts.

The panel will hear evidence from both the complainant and the
respondent. The panel will then make a decision about whether or not the
respondent has violated the ethical guidelines or code of ethics. If the panel



finds that the respondent has violated the ethical guidelines or code of
ethics, the panel may impose sanctions. Sanctions may include:

Reprimand

Suspension

Revocation of certification

Ethics Committee

The BACB has an ethics committee that is responsible for interpreting the
ethical guidelines and code of ethics. The ethics committee also provides
guidance to behavior analysts on ethical issues.

If you have a question about the ethical guidelines or code of ethics, you
can contact the BACB ethics committee. The ethics committee will review
your question and provide you with guidance.

Ethical Jurisprudence

Ethical jurisprudence is the study of the ethical principles that underlie the
ethical guidelines and code of ethics for behavior analysts. Ethical
jurisprudence can be used to help behavior analysts understand the ethical
issues involved in their work and make ethical decisions.

There are many different ethical theories that can be used to guide ethical
decision-making. Some of the most common ethical theories include:

Ethical principles

Virtue ethics



Utilitarianism

Deontology

Ethical principles are general rules that can be used to guide behavior. For
example, the ethical principle of beneficence states that behavior analysts
should do good and prevent harm. The ethical principle of nonmaleficence
states that behavior analysts should avoid ng harm.

Virtue ethics is based on the idea that ethical behavior is a matter of
character. According to virtue ethics, behavior analysts should develop
virtuous character traits, such as honesty, integrity, and compassion.

Utilitarianism is based on the idea that the ethical action is the action that
produces the greatest good for the greatest number of people. According to
utilitarianism, behavior analysts should consider the potential benefits and
harms of each decision and make the decision that will produce the
greatest good for the greatest number of people.

Deontology is based on the idea that ethical behavior is a matter of
following rules. According to deontology, behavior analysts should follow
the ethical guidelines and code of ethics, even if ng so may not produce the
greatest good for the greatest number of people.

Ethical Reasoning

Behavior analysts should use ethical reasoning to make ethical decisions.
Ethical reasoning is the process of using ethical principles, ethical theories,
and ethical jurisprudence to make ethical decisions. Ethical reasoning can
help behavior analysts understand the ethical issues involved in their work
and make ethical decisions that are in the best interests of their clients.



Ethics are essential for behavior analysts to ensure the well-being of their
clients and maintain the integrity of the profession. The BACB has
developed a set of ethical guidelines and a code of ethics for behavior
analysts. Behavior analysts should use an ethical decision-making process
when making decisions about their clients. Behavior analysts may face
ethical dilemmas in their work. If they do, they should seek consultation
from colleagues or supervisors, review the ethical guidelines and code of
ethics, consider the potential benefits and harms of each decision, and
make a decision that is in the best interests of the client.
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Golf Scrimmages: Realistic Practice Games
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how to...
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